
January 2, 1903  

Mr. and Mrs. J. True Bartlett are entertaining, during the holi-

days, Fred Ferrill of Chelsea, Mass.  

Mrs. Bert Pray and Mrs. Harry Hardy of Lynn, Mass., were the 

guests of their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Simeon C. Hardy, over 

Christmas.  

Mrs. R.P.D. Bennett returned from a three daysõ visit with 

friends in Portsmouth Sunday evening.  

Thomas J. Davis, Esq., of Duluth, Minn., is having an ice house of 

good size erected on Nutwood Farms.  

Mr. and Mrs. Ivory Chamberlin, who are wintering with Miss 

Mary A. Hoitt, are passing the holiday with relatives at Franklin 

Falls.  

Miss Victoria Navelle of Exeter is visiting at Daniel E. Plummerõs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah Randall of Amesbury, Mass., former resi-

dents, spent last week at John C. Bartlettõs. They also called on 

other friends.  

Miss Nellie Wiggin was obliged to close her school in Hopkinton 

for two weeks on account of scarlet fever, and is passing the 

time with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. A.D. Wiggin.  

Last Saturday evening Mrs. John C. Bartlett and Master Albert 

Dudley returned from a weekõs visit with relatives in New Brit-

ain, Conn.  

There was a family reunion at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 

Bennett over Christmas. Christmas eve they unloaded a tree, 

which contained nearly two hundred presents. Those present 

were their mother, Mrs. Sarah Bennett, Mr. and Mrs. Sam. Ben-

nett and children of Exeter and Charles Bennett of Dedham, 

Mass. There were a few of the near neighbors also present in the 

evening.  

J. True Bartlett is engaged in building a commodious shed for 

Lewis Walker, on the Newmarket road, the dimensions of which 

are 20x45 feet.  

The Sunday school had an entertainment at the chapel last 

Wednesday evening, with the usual accompaniment of a Christ-

mas tree, with presents for the children, plenty of candy and 

popcorn, etc. The arrangement was hastily made, therefore the 

programme was not as full as usual, as many had made other 

plans before this was thought of, but the children were happy 

and, consequently, so were the older ones, for who can be where 

dear little children ñGodõs flowersñare, in their light -hearted, 

careless joyousness and not be infected? After the exercises for 

the evening were over, those who wished hied to the town hall, 

where they were met by others, and òtripped the light fantastic 

toeó a few hours, and the evening festivities were ended. 



January 2, 1903 cont..  

One of those rare events in the journey of wedded life, a fifti-

eth anniversary, occurred Monday evening at the home of Mr. 

and Mrs. Daniel W. Burleigh. As it was rainy there were not as 

many present as they wished, but they received the congratula-

tions and best wishes of thirty -five of their relatives, friends 

and neighbors. They were the recipients of several gifts, 

among them a purse of money. John C. Bartlett, in a few well -

chosen words, addressed Mr. and Mrs. Burleigh and wished 

them many more years of happiness, after which tables were 

arranged and whist and other games indulged in, selection of 

music, both vocal and instrumental, were rendered. Refresh-

ments were served from a table handsomely set in the dining 

room. Mr. Burleigh is a native and life -long resident of this 

town, and was born Aug. 1, 1830. The maiden name of Mrs. 

Burleigh was Margaret A. Locke. She was born in Rye, July 8, 

1834, and resided there until she was married, Dec. 29, 1852. 

Mr. and Mrs. Burley became the parents of three daughters and 

two sons. The sons, only, are living. Mrs. Burleigh is remarka-

bly smart and active in her household affairs, but Mr. Burleigh 

is quite feeble. All their friends who met with them Monday 

evening, wish them many happy returns of the anniversary so 

pleasantly observed on this occasion.  

Sunday morning the Rev. J.T. Berry preached a sermon of unu-

sual interest and appropriateness with which to begin the new 

year, from the text, òEnter ye in at the strait gate. Because, 

strait is the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth unto 

life.ó He earnestly recommended us to begin the new year, not 

with a load of resolutions so strong we would fail to keep 

them, but with a clean sheet on which to record our victories 

in overcoming our secret faults and cleansing our lives and 

keeping unspotted from the world. To be honest, diligent and 

true, to accumulate wealth, if we can honestly, not to be miser-

ly, but to use, as we should, all other blessings with which we 

are entrusted; to elevate and better the condition of all man-

kind. But above all, òEnter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is 

the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and 

many there be which to in thereat.ó 

Mr. and Mrs. Reinhold Faelten, Miss During and Mr. Arthur P. 

Schmidt, the music publisher of Boston, spent Christmas week 

with Mr. John Webb.  



January 9, 1903  

Mrs. David Mitchell is suffering from a severe cold.  

Willis Comings, driving from Exeter to Candia stopped 

Thursday at D.E. Plummerõs. 

Miss Ethel Davis returned Saturday from a weekõs visit with 

her sister in Exeter.  

A cow belonging to Fred . Yorkõs herd dropped a pair of 

handsome twin bull calves last Friday.  

George Scales of Dartmouth College was the guest of his 

grandfather, Edward Bartlett, over Sunday.  

George E. Chesley has been on the sick list the past three 

weeks.  

Miss Grace Davis of Mt. Holyoke College is passing a short 

vacation with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Davis.  

Mrs. Harry W. Haines and Miss Mabeth Chesley of Newmarket 

were the guests of Mr. and Mrs. George Hardy, Sunday.  

We are entertaining serious thoughts of the òO.M.ó, we fear 

his Christmas experience was too much for him.  

Representative -elect, Ben F. Davis went to Concord Tuesday.  

The Strafford Whist Club met last Wednesday evening with 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Oldham, at Maplewood Farm. There were 

nineteen present. After playing whist three hours, a delec-

table collation was served and the new year was ushered in, 

by a very jolly company, with vocal music, accompanied by 

piano and banjo, and at a late hour all departed, in no wise 

disappointed with the pleasure of the evening. First prizes 

were won by Mrs. A.W. Griffiths and Fred B. York, the conso-

lation prizes fell to the lot of Miss Gertie Smith and F. Carl 

York.  

 



January 16, 1903  

Bert Pray and Harry Hardy of Lynn, Mass., have recently been the 

guests of Mr. and Mrs. Simeon C. Hardy.  

Mr. and Mrs. Gorham Sawyer and Mrs. Frank Bunker and Mrs. Cate 

of Durham attended church in town last Sunday.  

Miss Rachal Ramsdell of Dover was the guest of Misses Mary and 

Ethel Caldwell over Sunday.  

George Joy of Rockingham called at Walnut Avenue Farms Sunday.  

Master Albert Dudley is restricted to the house with measles for 

company.  

Joseph B. Bennett and family of Newmarket called at Maple Hill 

Farm Sunday.  

Mrs. Fred B. York visited with friends in Dover a few days last week.  

Lyford Wiggin, living on the Samuel E. Demerritt place, who has been 

seriously ill of typhoid, is slowly regaining his health.  

Mrs. David S. Bennett and Miss Mary B. York had business in Dover 

last Friday.  

Representative Ben F. Davis is a member of the standing committee 

on national affairs.  

Franklin McDaniel, one of our oldest residents, is recovering from a 

serious grip cold, of which he has been the victim two weeks.  

We were sorry to hear Lewis Walkerõs eldest son, Master Frank, on 

the Newmarket road, has diphtheria.  

Our frequent little snow storms, followed by rain Sunday evening, 

has made capital sleighing.  

Byron Plummer and Mrs. James B. C. Walker drove to Dover Friday.  

There was a pleasant gathering, of the younger portion of the neigh-

borhood, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Bennett Saturday even-

ing. Dancing, games and sociability was the order of the evening.  

We have just heard of the death of Mrs. Mary Davis of Farmington, 

who was a frequent visitor and spent several winters with the late 

Timothy G. Davis and wife in the years that have passed. Mrs. Davis 

was in her ninetieth year, a smart, bright, diligent woman, an excel-

lent wife and mother, who made may pleasant acquaintances here.  

òShe has fulfilled her mission and has passed. 

Set her down gently at the iron door  

Eyes look on her loved image for the last,  

Then cover it with earth, her earth no more.ó 



January 23, 1903  

Thomas Pease, wintering at the Edgerly farm, recently visited with 

friends in Strafford and Rochester.  

Last Thursday Mr. and Mrs. James Fountain drove to Candia and later 

to Manchester, where they visited with friends several days.  

H. Scott Tuttle and Irving Edgerly of Swampscott, Mass., have three 

teams and four men assisting in the removal of the lumber from New-

ell Fossõ lot to Durham depot. 

Master Wilbur Burleigh and Miss Marion, and Alice Dudley, are re-

stricted to the house by measles.  

Mr. and Mrs. John Currier had business in Nottingham a few days last 

week.  

John S. Jenkins took advantage of the splendid sledding last week to 

cut and convey a lot of lumber to the Dame brothers mill.  

Several of the òHookó farmers have harvested their ice during the 

past week. The ice is about fourteen inches think and of good quality. 

As the roads and weather were first -class for hauling ice the labor 

was greatly facilitated.  

Mrs. David S. Bennett is convalescing from several daysõ sickness. 

Last Wednesday evening the Strafford Whist Club was entertained by 

Mr. and Mrs. Newell Foss at their pleasant home at Wednesday Hill. 

As the evening and sleighing were perfect, there were twenty -seven 

present. After three hours of whist, a bountiful collation was served, 

and as there is no diminution in the interest manifested by the men 

in washing dishes, they quickly hied to the kitchen to initiate into the 

art, as is the custom of the club, a new member. Music was enjoyed 

and Mrs. James B.C. Walker, in her usual pleasant manner, rendered a 

recitation and as encore. First prizes were bestowed on Mrs. A.W. 

Griffiths and William L. Priest, consolation souvenirs  were present to 

Mrs. Newell Foss and Fred B. York.  

Mrs. Sarah Bennett has been the guest of Mrs. H. Freeman Fogg in 

Durham the past week.  

Last Sunday morning Rev. J.T. Berry preached another of his very in-

teresting sermons from the text, òFor the Son of Man is as a man trav-

eling in a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered un-

to them his goods, to every man according to his several ability, and 

straightway took his journey.ó He made it very plain that we were 

expected to be faithful to our trust, no matter how menial the service 

or how small our talent, if it is washing dishes, wash them clean, and 

if we, through faithful diligence, fit ourselves for higher work we will 

certainly be promoted. God has no use for idlers, who are standing 

round waiting to find out what their work is, or for some exalted po-

sition, and consequently doing nothing with their talents which were 

given to them. If we do the duties faithfully that come to us daily 

there will be a niche worthy of us found for us, or we shall be fash-

ioned to fit into some niche already prepared for those to whom will 

be said, òWell done, thou good and faithful servant, thou hast been 

faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler many things, enter 

then into the joy of thy Lord.ó 



January 30, 1903  

Miss Ethel Davis started Monday morning for a four weeksõ 

visit with relatives in Dorchester and Lynn, Mass.  

Mrs. David S. Bennett entertained her brother and wife, Mr. 

and Mrs. Charles Durell, of Newfields, a few days last week at 

Maple Hill Farm.  

Monday night a sheep, belonging to the Dame brothers, was 

severely bitten by an unknown dog.  

Irving Edgerly of Swampscott, Mass., was the guest of his 

mother, Mrs. Susan Edgerly, the first of the week.  

Edward Bartlett, one of our oldest residents, is somewhat in-

disposed at the present time.  

Charles B. Edgerly, with two helpers, ploughed and floated 

thirteen hundred and sixty cakes of ice Monday in three -

fourths of the day. The men who understand say òCharles is a 

hustler.ó 

James Lee, who was so severely scalded several days ago, by 

the stopper flying from a can of boiling water which we has 

carrying, is getting along as well as could be expected from the 

serious nature of his burns. Although the skin literally all 

came off his hands, arms, face and chest and he is still help-

less, his attending physician thinks he will escape serious 

scars.  

The people residing at Lee Hill and on the Mast road were busi-

ly engaged Tuesday harvesting ice.  

Michael Lee is quite ill, not being able to sit up.  

On account of the storm last Sabbath no services were held in 

the morning.  

On Tuesday two ladies from Concord spent the day at George 

E. Chesleyõs while their father, W.W. Critchett, a representative 

from the State Legislature, attended the meeting of the com-

mittee on the Agricultural College at Durham.  

On Monday a serious accident occurred at a crossing in Lee on 

the Worcester & Nashua division of the Boston & Maine Rail-

road. While returning home, Albert Guppy, a fish peddler from 

Dover, was struck by the train and instantly killed. It is sup-

posed he did not hear the approaching train coming around 

the curve near the crossing. The horse escaped uninjured.  

The newly -elected officers of the Grange officiated for the first 

time on Tuesday evening, when the third and fourth degrees 

were conferred upon one candidate.  



February 13, 1903  

The jurors to serve at the February term of the superior court have 

been drawn. Grand Juror, J. True Bartlett, petit, first and second 

weeks, Lewis H. Snell, third and fourth weeks, Frank Oldham.  

Mrs. Guy Durell went Saturday to spend several weeks with her 

parents at Massabesic.  

Warren Kelsey visited a few days last week with friends in Exeter.  

Walter H. Boss, Jr. passed a few days last week with Mr. and Mrs. 

Fred B. York, at  Walnut Avenue Farms.  

Simeon C. Hardy has recently been restricted to the house by a se-

vere cold.  

Rev. J.T. Berry was taken suddenly ill Sunday morning, consequent-

ly, there was no preaching service at the chapel.  

Town treasurer Haines, while attending to his duties at Lee Hill last 

Saturday, had a severe attack of colic. After reaching home a physi-

cian was called, whereby relief was obtained.  

Charles Hardy of Ayer, Mass., came Friday to visit a few days with 

his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Simeon C. Hardy, at Oak Cottage.  

Mrs. Flora Davis is greatly enjoying the winter in Concord, with her 

husband, Representative Ben F. Davis.  

James Lee, who was so fearfully scalded, is able to be out again.  

Daniel E. Plummer went to Boston, Tuesday, for a day or two.  

Miss Nellie Wiggin has closed her school in Hopkinton and is pass-

ing her spring vacation with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Albert D. 

Wiggin.  

Mrs. Frank P. Plummer and niece of Dover were in town, Tuesday.  

The schools in town closed last Friday  

February 7 the stork brought to Mr. and Mrs. Harold E. York a little 

daughter, Nathalie Imilda. Their many friends rejoice with them in 

their happiness and may the  

òLittle hands with their rosebud hue, 

Ever keep firm their hold  

On the things above till life shall end,  

Till the little hand be cold,  

And the unseen hand lies all before,  

As the gates of pearl unfold.ó 

Marriages  

Schurman -Gardner  

Girard -Carroli  

 

Deaths  

Gilman ñin Dover  

Gouchñin Exeter  

Shillaber ñin Portsmouth  

McCarthy ñin Portsmouth  

Hunter ñin Portsmouth  

Ellisñin Newfields  

Tewhill ðin Exeter  



February 20, 1903  

Miss Mary A. Hoitt was the guest of Representative and Mrs. Ben F. 

David, in Concord last week.  

Irving Edgerly of Swampscott, Mass., was in town a few days last 

week.  

George Whipp of Dover was the guest of Mr. and Mrs. John C. Bart-

lett, Sunday.  

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Walker, on the Newmarket road, are happy over 

the birth of a son, which came to them February . Their friends ex-

tend congratulations.  

The selectman were in session last Saturday and Monday, to settle 

bills and adjust the town accounts.  

Miss MacRae of Madbury passed Sunday with her brother, Donald, J. 

True Bartlett.  

Miss Mary B. York went to Malden, Mass., Saturday for a protracted 

visit with friends.  

Arthur Palmer and Miss Elizabeth Nealley of Newmarket were the 

guests of Mr. and Mrs. George Hardy at Oak Cottage over Sunday.  

The violent snow storm Monday and Tuesday made us realize that 

winter had not departed, and made it possible to use runners again.  

Last Wednesday evening the Strafford Whist Club met at the home 

of the Griffiths brothers. Although it was quite rainy, there were 

nineteen present. After three hours of whist, light refreshments 

were served and social intercourse, interspersed with music, both 

vocal and instrumental, was enjoyed until the òwee small hoursó 

were well advanced. The rain through which we returned home, had 

no power to dispel the warmth and brightness with which the pleas-

ure of the evening had permeated us. Lady and gentleman who won 

first prizes, Mrs. Newell Foss and John S. Jenkins; Mrs. Fred B. York 

and Arioch W. Griffiths were presented consolation souvenirs.  

 



February 30, 1903  

The Lee Dramatic Club will present the comedy in three 

acts, A Gilded Youth, at Grange Hall, Lee Hill, Thursday 

evening, March 5. Admission, 25 and 15 cents. Refresh-

ments free, after the play.  

Mrs. Frank Morrison of Durham visited with her parents, 

Mr. and Mrs. B. Frank Lang, Sunday.  

Mr. and Mrs. Albert D. Wiggin entertained Frank Chandler 

of Hopkinton over Sunday at Willow Homestead.  

Rev. J.T. Berry was taken very ill last Friday. His physician, 

Dr. Grant of Durham, feared he would have pneumonia, 

consequently there was no service at the chapel Sunday.  

Mrs. Harry Haines and Miss Mabeth Chesley of Newmarket 

recently called on Mrs. George Hardy at Oak Cottage.  

Mr. and Mrs. Albert G. Comings and two children of 

Durham called Friday, and Mr. and Mrs. H.A. Cilley of 

Northwood visited Saturday at Daniel E. Plummerõs. 

Miss Bernice Davis of Boston and Mrs. William Davis of Do-

ver were the guests of their mother, Mrs. Curtis Stimpson, 

Sunday.  

Mr. and Mrs. John Currier took a trip to Boston Wednesday.  

Mr. and Mrs. Simeon C. Hardy started Tuesday to visit with 

friends in Ayer and Lynn, Mass.  

Mr. and Mrs. Hiram Kelsey are entertaining Mr. Kelseyõs 

sister, of Manchester, this week at Locust Grove.  

Miss Nellie Wiggin attended the ball, given by the Kappa 

Sigma Fraternity of the college, in Durham Friday evening.  

Mrs. George Hardy and daughter, Elizabeth, started to visit 

with friends in Barnstead and Derry Wednesday.  

Daniel E. Plummer and Mrs. James B.C. Walker had busi-

ness in Dover Monday.  

A light case of [nb] is reported in a logging camp at 

Wadleyõs Falls. The camp is in quarantine and all necessary 

precaution is taken to avoid spreading the disease.  


